Profile of the Honourable Justice Peter McClellan(
After completing his school education at Normanhurst Boys High School, Justice McClellan undertook studies in Arts and Law at the University of Sydney and was admitted to practice in 1975. His Honour quickly became a distinguished member of the Bar which led to his appointment as Queen's Counsel in 1985. 

During that extensive career at the Bar, his Honour was actively involved in the work of several important inquiries, including the Royal Commission into British nuclear tests. His Honour supervised the statutory review of the Sydney casino licence.


His Honour was undoubtedly best known to the general public at the date of his swearing in as a Justice of the New South Wales Supreme Court on Tuesday, 30 January 2001 for his role as Chairman of the Sydney Water Inquiry, where he rapidly became an expert on Giardia and Cryptosporidium. His Honour’s cogent reports on the water crisis restored community trust in the safety of the water supply system of Sydney, and recommended comprehensive reforms to prevent any recurrence. His Honour’s conduct during these appointments clearly demonstrated his strong commitment to the principles of fairness and justice, and determination to allow all parties to receive a full and fair hearing.


The contribution his Honour made as Assistant Commissioner at the Independent Commission Against Corruption and as an Acting Judge of the District Court further demonstrated his Honour’s commitment to the delivery of justice according to law and dedication to the protection of the rights of the individual.


Justice McClellan developed extensive experience in the areas of environmental and local government law, and held the position of New South Wales President of the National Environmental Law Association. Of cause, since then, justifiably so, his Honour was appointed the Chief Justice of the Land and Environment Court of New South Wales. 


One of Justice McClellan’s greatest achievements is in the area of wine production. His Honour is a devoted vigneron with vineyards. 


Solicitors who have worked with Justice McClellan when he was at the Bar describe his Honour as one of Australia's top lawyers. 

His Honour’s contribution to the development of land and environment law in this State is reflected in his Honour’s significant contribution to jurisprudence in the area to date. Justice McClellan’s pioneering and provoking counsel has resulted in improvements to key laws such as the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act.

 
His Honour spent only a relatively short time as a solicitor but benefited significantly from that time at Hall & Hall. 


His Honour’s early days at the Bar offered opportunity as counsel assisting the Maralinga Royal Commission. The brief allowed his Honour to examine in detail the history of a significant post-war period of Australian life in which, although the development of nuclear warfare was central, many great issues emerged. One of the most significant was the treatment of indigenous people by the authorities of the time, and the need to define an effective response in the 1980s. The cruelty shown to aboriginal people, who were rounded up and put on trains going west from Maralinga to anywhere and thereby dispossessed of their land, with their tribal and social structures destroyed, remains as but one of the legacies of that era of Australian life. The Royal Commission had many other fascinating aspects. The opportunity to work with and question some of the greatest scientists of the day, including Lord Penny, the leader of the British expedition, would be allowed to few people. 

His Honour is currently the Chief Judge at Common Law of the New South Wales Supreme Court. His Honour regularly sits in the New South Wales Court of Criminal Appeal, the New South Wales Court of Appeal, and, where time permits, his Honour sits as a trial Judge in various areas of the law. 

( The contents of this profile for the Honourable Justice Peter McClellan, Chief Judge at Common Law of the Supreme Court of New South Wales, is based in part on the transcript of the “Swearing in Ceremony of Justice McClellan”, 30 January 2001. See http://infolink/lawlink/supreme_court/ll_sc.nsf/pages/SCO_speech_mcclellan_300101 [2/07/10]. 





