February 2010 Update

Research
· Nine new PhD or Masters (Honours) students enrolled since June 2009.
· Kim Nguyen (PhD student) receives PRRES PhD Scholarship for 2010 worth $1500. Two are awarded annually to property PhD students in Australia, New Zealand or Asia.
· On November 25th at UTS Robert Wells (PhD student) received a J. B. Douglas Postgraduate Award for Excellence in Postgraduate Research from the Statistical Society of Australia (NSW Branch).  The NSW Branch of the Statistical Society of Australia created these awards to encourage excellence in postgraduate work in any area of Statistics or Econometrics and to recognise the contributions to the profession of Professor Jim Douglas. Robert was recognized for his outstanding achievements in postgraduate research in 2009.

· Two of our former PhD students have had their theses published:

· Mohamed Elafif (2009) The Economic Integration: Arab World Perspectives (VDM Verlag)

· Mazharul Kazi (2009) Systematic Risks in Security Pricing & Global Stock Market Integration (Lambert Academic)

· Neil Hart successfully completed his UNSW PhD – notified 12th January.  Maike Sundmacher completes penultimate draft of her PhD thesis ‘The Role of Economic Capital in Determining Loan Prices and Bank Credit Ratings’ and plans to submit in February to the Macquarie Graduate School of Management.

· SEF staff present a number of papers at the PRRES Property Conference in Wellington in last week of January. 
· Partha Gangopadhyay will organize the 6th Australasian Development Economics Workshop at UWS, June 10-11, 2010

· On 4th December we learn that Chyi Lin Lee has received $14,386 under the UWS internal research grant scheme. His project is ‘Volatility Decomposition in Housing Prices’- one of two received by COB.

· We did very well in the 2009 round of EIPRS and UWSIPRS PhD scholarships. There were four Endeavour International Postgraduate Research Scholarships awarded throughout UWS and we got one of them (one of Kevin's students) and there were 10 UWS International Postgraduate Research Scholarships and we got one of those too (one of Raja & Anis's students). We may have received 4 Australian Postgraduate Award scholarships.
· First publication of the year - Selim Akhter, Yiyang Liu & Kevin Daly ‘Cross Country Evidence on the Linkages between Financial Development and Poverty’ International Journal of Business and Management, Vol. 5, No. 1, January 2010. At the end of last year Kevin Daly and Anil Mishra published Chapter VII ‘Geographical Trade Structure and Patterns of International Portfolio Investment – the Case of Australia’ in ESCAP, Challenges and Opportunities for Trade and Financial Integration in Asia and the Pacific, United Nations, New York 2009. Kevin was also appointed to editorial board of the International Journal of Economics and Finance – the third editorial board he has been invited to join in the last year.
Learning & Teaching
· Property student, Andrew MacFarlane, obtained an REIT analyst position at Goldman Sachs. Cederic Hodges, 2009 honours student, accepts position in the International Finance Division of the Australian Treasury, Canberra. 
· Dr Gulay Avsar is appointed SEF ‘student at risk’, retention & first year coordinator. 

· February 10th – Sixth Annual Quantitative Analysis of teaching and learning in Business, Economics and Commerce Forum, University of Melbourne – Mallik & Varua present papers.
· December 11th  –  Report on ALTC Citation Grant 2008-09 by Rod O’Donnell sent to Education Committee
The grant ($10,000) was used to support the following research and activity in the three main areas of skill formation in university students, peer-assisted learning, and the teaching of economics. 

1.  Fostering skill sets, especially creativity and innovation, in tertiary students 

Papers on his research were delivered to two conferences:

a.
Australian Conference of Economists, Sept-Oct 2008, Gold Coast. 


‘Why Aren’t Economics Departments Providing Graduates with Desired Skill Sets?’

b.
International Centre for Innovation in Education (ICIE) Conference, August 2009, University of Ulm, Germany, this being one of the conferences in Europe during the European Year of Creativity and Innovation.

‘Solving the Creativity and Innovation Problem in Higher Education’.

He was also invited to chair one of the keynote sessions at this conference.

2.  Peer-assisted learning

a.
Visiting Professor at the Broome campus of Notre Dame University, Aug-Sept 2008.


This was to explore the application of a video-based form of peer-assisted learning to indigenous communities, both remote and urban.  During the visit, he made a presentation on the topic to NDU staff, and discussed ways in which knowledge of indigenous economies might be incorporated in the curriculum. 

b.
Attendance and contributions to the national PASS forum, University of Sydney, Sept 2008.

c.
Research into the history of peer-assisted learning in Australia, especially at QUT, UQ and Griffith.

3.  Australasian Journal of Economics Education(AJEE)
Considerable work was done in rescuing the AJEE.  The journal was in danger of disappearing which would have been a significant loss.  The journal is now reviving with a new editorial team, financial structure and website, and a shift from subscription copies to free on-line access.

4.  Australian Teaching Economics Conference 2008

He was the co-organiser of the Australian Teaching Economics Conference held at UWS in Sept 2008. I also presented a paper, ‘Some Issues Relating to the Teaching of Opportunity Cost’, and co-edited the conference proceedings.

· SFU results: Spring 2009 SFU results were circulated on Thursday the 7th of January. 

The SFU Results for Spring 2009 were better than might be expected with all the extra SGSM teaching we had to do. First, examine our performance relative to other schools at UWS using Q13 ‘Overall Experience’. We were best in COB and we were the THIRD best School in UWS. In terms of ‘green lights’ we were SECOND best. That is quite an achievement. A quick count shows that of the 42 units we offered in Spring, 29 of these had an overall rating of 4.0 or higher (almost 70%) and there were a number very close with 3.9 or 3.8. Principles of Economics was again the most highly rated large first year core unit in the BBC with 4.0 on Q13. Introduction to Economic Methods scored 4.5. 

Staff Development 
· Craig Ellis was successful in his application for secondment to the Dean's Unit as Assistant Associate Dean (Learning & Teaching). This is a two year appointment and starts in February.

· Partha Gangopadhyay was informed on December 8th of his promotion to Associate Professor
· SEF interviews for Level B / Level C positions were held on 14th December – 73 applicants and 19 were short-listed for interview. Five offers made and all accepted & finalized on 14th January. Four of the successfully applicants were female – doubling the number of female academic staff in the school.
· Wayne Dwyer retired on December 24th after 21 years at UWS.

· New A/HOS positions advertised and interviews on Feb. 23.
· Our staff continue to actively present papers at international forums. Here are some of Partha’s activities over the summer:
3-7 December, 2009: Visiting University of Sains Malaysia for research consultation with Dr. Takemi Fujikawa;  8-22 December, 2009: Visiting the Experimental Economics Lab, Joint Research with Professor Gautam Gupta, Preliminary Work for Undertaking Experiments, Jadavpur University, Kolkata, India; 4 January 2010: Guest Lecture at Calcutta Business School; 4-7 January 2010: Presentation at and Attendance of "Global Financial Crisis Conference", Jadavpur University, Kolkata, India; 8-10 January 2010: Travelling to New Delhi, Data Collection and Consultation with co-researchers in New Delhi, India; 11-16 January 2010: Presentation at and Attendance of  "Conflict Management, Peace Science and Peace Economics, IGNOU, New Delhi, India and Visiting IGNOU; 17 -25 January 2010: Visiting Experimental Economics Lab, Undertaking Actual Experiments, Jadavpur University, Kolkata, India. Professor Satya Paul is also very active: presented paper at 5th annual Conference on Economic Growth and Development, ISI, New Delhi, 16-18 Dec 2009.  Presentation at the Indian Council for Research in International Economic Relations. Seminar at the Indira Gandhi Institute of Development Research.
Engagement 
· The Whitlam Symposium – ‘Governing the Economy’ – held on November 30th received excellent media coverage including AFR, Sydney Morning Herald and The Australian.
· Professor Jan Kmenta visited School of 18th January – 40th most cited economist according to a study of citation rankings.
· SEF & International office hosted delegation from the Busan – Jinhae Free Economic Zone Authority, Korea on 20th January.

· Extract from API Endorsement Report received 16 December after their visit to the University of Western Sydney, 26 & 27 November 2009. The UWS Endorsement Report was approved by the National Education Board, December 2009. 

“API Endorsement: 

The Australian Property Institute will endorse the Bachelor of Business and Commerce (Property) Degree, the Graduate Diploma in Property Investment and Development and the Master of Commerce (Property Investment and Development) Degree for the prescribed period of five years, 1 January 2010 to 31 December 2014. An Endorsement Visit will be organised in 2014 to consider a new endorsement period starting 1 January 2015”.

· 2009 UWS Awards were presented on December 11th - Colliers and Goodman receive partnership awards. 
John Lodewijks
25 January 2010
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