Education Committee of Academic Senate
Academic English Literacies Expert Advisory Group

UWS Academic Literacies Audit

Introduction

UWS Executive has endorsed a paper by the PVC Learning and Teaching that proposes a comprehensive system of embedded academic literacy in mainstream units, as well as a “safety net of mandated supplemental instruction” for students of non- English speaking backgrounds. The Director, Student Learning Unit is responsible for creating a framework that facilitates and monitors the development of student English academic literacies across UWS.   The Academic English Literacies Expert Advisory Group has been established to provide a link between strategy developed to enhance academic English literacies and the academic governance systems of the university.

The release in 2009 by AUQA of the ‘Good Practice Principles for English Language Proficiency for International students in Australian Universities’ has been a key driver for this initiative. These principles require universities to ensure that international students are sufficiently competent in the English language to participate in their studies and to provide adequate resources and opportunities for improvement throughout their studies. AUQA is in the process of expanding the Good Practice Principles to cover for all HE students in Australia. 

A key term of reference for the UWS Expert Advisory Group is to report on initiatives which address academic literacies development across UWS and to identify areas of low provision.  

The Advisory Group is seeking responses from staff who are involved in teaching that develops English academic literacies at Program level, Unit level and/or in their own tutorials or in other initiatives. The audit will include both undergraduate and postgraduate programs.
Notes to assist academic staff complete the tables
· Initiatives that develop academic literacies include practices that explicitly develop students’ English language abilities to read, write or speak in the language of their discipline. Please provide examples of explicit curriculum design, teaching and learning strategies and/or resources.

· There are three separate tables: 

1. Program- level initiatives in which development of academic literacies is scaffolded across the whole program. 

2. Units that specifically develop academic literacies. An example is provided on the next page.

3. Other strategies, including individual teaching practices that develop academic literacies. e.g Postgraduate Essentials Program 
· In the case of Table 1, Program-level initiatives, please also complete Table 2, as required for individual units.

	Example Table 2 - Core/Elective Units in which developing academic literacies is a major focus



	Name & Number of Unit: Becoming a Nurse – 400742                        
	Number of Students (approx): 902

	Core or Elective?  Core 
	Program/s: Bachelor of Nursing

	College: CHS   
	Contact person: Sharon Hllege

	Brief description of literacy components. Please refer to learning outcomes, teaching strategies and/or assessment


	· A co-authored BAN/SLU literacy workbook
· Face-to-face integrated academic literacy and unit content workshops for those BAN students identified by a diagnostic writing task as being in need of additional language support.
· Online literacy modules modified from the integrated workshop materials for online delivery (i.e. contain answers for the tasks) so that all BAN students have access to them.

· Online audio pod casts of the literacy elements covered in the integrated workshops for all BAN students to access.

· Individual consultations with TESOL trained staff for all students in the School of Nursing and Midwifery to help them with language issues.

· TESOL training for two BAN lecturing staff

	Student Learning Unit involvement, if applicable. 
	Describe: Team teaching on BAN workshop groups with identified academic literacy needs, co-marking of diagnostic exercise, co-development of literacy workbook, 

	Please comment on the effectiveness of this program in developing academic literacies (i.e. formal and informal evaluation.


	Formally, it is hard to say at this stage whether or not or to what degree the various literacy inputs (listed in the previous section) collectively or individually have been effective in developing students’ academic literacy without comparing data drawn from their marked essays.
Although, informally – from written and verbal comments from students (and lecturers) in the integrated groups – it appears that this program has been effective in helping many students to develop their writing skills

	Please comment on Resources and sustainability issues


	Resources for literacy components of sessions may be difficult to sustain. For example, one resource – SLU lecturers – this semester developed and delivered materials to facilitate these components, and long term this situation would be taxing for SLU. However capacity building in TESOL teaching strategies will allow BAN lecturers to work more independently in future.


Tables for UWS Academic Literacies Audit Exercise

	Table 1 - Program-level academic literacy development

	Name & Code of Program:
	Number of Students (approx):

	College:
	Contact person:

	Units that specifically address academic literacies.

	

	Brief description of literacy components. Please refer to learning outcomes, teaching strategies and/or assessment.

	

	Student Learning Unit involvement, if applicable,.
	Describe: 

	Please comment on the effectiveness of this program in developing academic literacies (i.e. formal and informal evaluation.


	

	Please comment on Resources and sustainability issues

	


	Table 2 - Core/Elective Units in which developing academic literacies is a major focus

	Name & Number of Unit: 
	Number of Students (approx):

	Core or Elective?
	Program/s: 

	College:
	Contact person:

	Please complete a separate table for each unit

	Brief description of literacy components. Please refer to learning outcomes, teaching strategies and/or assessment


	

	Student Learning Unit involvement, if applicable. 
	Describe:

	Please comment on the effectiveness of this program in developing academic literacies (i.e. formal and informal evaluation.


	

	Please comment on Resources and sustainability issues


	


	Table 3 - Other strategies aimed at developing academic literacies

	Name of Program/Unit:
	Number of Students (approx):

	College:
	Contact person:

	Please complete a separate table for each strategy

There is no need to repeat strategies that have been recorded in Table 1 or 2

	Brief description of literacy components. Please refer to learning outcomes, teaching strategies and/or assessment

	

	Student Learning Unit Involvement YES/NO (circle) 
	Describe

	Please comment on the effectiveness of this program in developing academic literacies (i.e. formal and informal evaluation.

	

	Please comment on Resources and sustainability issues
	


Please send response to Head of School by Wednesday 16th June 2010.

For enquiries contact Deirdre Lee, Academic Secretariat, ext 7197, or Janice Catterall, Director, Student Learning Unit, ext 2847.

Contact for enquiries: Deirdre Lee, Academic Secretariat, x7197 d.lee@uws.edu.au Dr Janice Catterall, Chair EAG, x 2847 j.catterall@uws,edu.au  

